
W E E K  S I X
PHILADELPHIA: HOLD FAST

GETTING STARTED 
Choose one of the following discussion starters:

 • Describe a time when you felt powerless. What did you do in this 
situation?

 • Think back to a sporting event, family competition or other 
contest when someone “snatched defeat from the jaws of 
victory” by losing when victory seemed inevitable. Have each 
member share an example.

Read Revelation 3:7-13.

I AM . . .
Holy and true. In Revelation 3:7 Jesus says, “And to the angel of the 
church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no 
one opens.’”
See page 127 for more insight.

 • What do you know to be true of Jesus? As a group, share several 
examples and attributes (including others from Revelation 3:7) 
as you prepare to open in prayer.

 • Pray as a group that God might reveal more about himself and 
each of you during this discussion time.

Watch the video for week six.



I KNOW . . . 
You have kept my word (Revelation 3:8). 
See page 129 for more insight.

 • Jesus is omniscient. Simply put, he knows all things. In Reve-
lation 3:8, he lists four of them:

1. I know your works.

2. I know you have but little power.

3. I know you have kept my word.

4. I know you have not denied my name.

 • Jesus Speaks emphasizes point 3, “you have kept my word.”  
J. K. writes, “When I truly keep something, I tether it closely to 
my heart. I think about it. I act on it. I don’t drift. I stay attached” 
(p. 129). What person, memory, keepsake or promise have you 
intentionally kept?

 • How has keeping God’s Word kept you from denying him with 
your actions? Explain.

I HAVE . . . 
Nothing against you (Revelation 3:10).
See page 131 for more insight.

 • Like Jesus’ words to Smyrna, he has nothing against the church 
of Philadelphia. Yet this doesn’t mean that we will not have con-
flict when we keep God’s Word. 

 • Read the entire devotional from Wednesday of this week as a 
group (p. 131). When you are done, discuss the following questions:

1. Are Christians promised a trial-free life?

2. How do you feel about Jesus’ prayer in John 17:15?

3. How can the group help you to patiently endure at this time?



I SAY . . . 
Hold fast (Revelation 3:11). 
See page 133 for more insight.

 • We show our dependence by “holding fast”; Jesus uses human 
weakness to demonstrate God’s strength. In his letters to the 
Corinthians, Paul teaches routinely about the value of weakness 
in displaying strength. As a group, read the following passages 
and discuss their implications for the church of Philadelphia and 
for us today:

1. 1 Corinthians 1:25-27

2. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

3. 2 Corinthians 13:4

 • In our chapter today, Mike says, “All that Jesus needs from us 
is to keep a tight grip on our faith, our gifts, our calling, our place 
and our hope. When we do this, he can powerfully open doors 
in our lives” (p. 126). What do you hope for “in Christ”? How can 
the group help you to strengthen your grip today? 

I WILL . . .
Make them bow down (Revelation 3:9). 
See page 135 for more insight.

 • In the first century and in the world today, people bow to many 
things. However, the day is coming when Christ will be wor-
shiped as supreme, and we will reign with him. What a thought! 
Read the following passages together:

1. He reigns: Philippians 2:10-11; Revelation 11:15

2. We reign with him: 2 Timothy 2:11-12; Revelation 22:3-5

 • In essence, Jesus is saying I will have my faithful servants reign 
with me. Now that we understand his “I will” statement, how will 
we respond? Read Philippians 2:10-12, emphasizing the therefore 
transition from verse 11 to verse 12.



I PROMISE . . . 
To make you a pillar (Revelation 3:12). 
See page 137 for more insight.

 • The weakness in the church of Philadelphia became a pillar of 
strength that would last! Saturday’s reading declares, “Align 
yourself with Jesus in this life and you will be grounded in the 
next life” (p. 138).

 • In this letter Jesus makes a couple of great promises:

1. to use us (show his strength in our weakness) 

2. to have us reign with him

Which of these promises is hardest to believe or act on? Explain.

 • In our video teaching today, J. K. asks, “Is my relationship with 
Jesus firm and secure?” How would you respond?

 • Conclude your group discussion by reading Colossians 1:11-14 
and praying for one another accordingly. 




